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stretching his neck
the goose peeks in
my gate

Kobayashi Issa

Watcha doing?

sleet falling
into steam rising...
rice cake tub *

* Haiku by Kobayashi Issa




on what day
will you pass my village?
geese flying north *

* Haiku by Kobayashi Issa

See you
next spring.

evening wind--

the geese turn
honking

around

Kobayashi Issa

My flight
got cancelled.




Soon the rice plants
will bloom.

My mouth
is watering.

even poorly planted

rice plants

slowly, slowly...green!
Kobayashi Issa

Alittle bit
to the right.

Take the picture
already!

evening moon--
the fantastically great
rice blossoms!
Kobayashi Issa




Look at
these clouds.

billowing clouds
rise over the field...
eating rice balls
Kobayashi Issa

in Kyoto
east, west, south, north...
summer kimonos

Kobayashi Issa

| feel embarrassed
wearing a winter kimono
in the summer.

You should be.
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rice field geese
glare at me
as | pass

Kobayashi Issa

To harvest
rice.

Watch out
for leeches.

Where are
you going? aware of the leeches
they enter...

marshy rice field
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Kobayashi Issa




You’re leaving
for Mount Sarashina?
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| have my
reasons.
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"My love

is at Mount Sarashina!"

the goose departs
Kobayashi Issa

ARGH!
The ghost of the Great
Imperial Goose!!l
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it's my umbrella-hat
don't run, geesel!
first mist

Kobayashi Issa
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gradually the geese
pass on...
rice field moon

Kobayashi Issa

Why are
you leaving?

Why are
you staying?

the departing goose
stares the man
in the face

Kobayashi Issa




O.K,, | know
where we are now.

Let’s rest here

for a minute. stopping to watch

the evening pines...

geese flying north
Kobayashi Issa ! !
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Spare me,
O Great Goose!

O clams GULP

meet the geese and gulls
of Greater Kamakura!

Kobayashi Issa




These rice fields
look just like
at home.

Let's go
back now.

after seeing rice planting
in remote provinces...
the geese depart

Kobayashi Issa

My travel South
wore me out. How will | get
home now?

up to today
such perseverance and strength!
returning geese

Kobayashi Issa




the traveling geese
check it out thoroughly...
sooty mat

Kobayashi Issa

It says “Welcome”

on the mat.

Still, I'm not sure |
wanna go in there.
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Welcome back,
goose!
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Sorry...
who are you?

to the returning geese
I'm just a useless

so-and-so ,
Kobayashi Issa




Rear window--
every day, day, day
northerly winter rain *

N

*Haiku by Kobayashi Issa

my rice field
the greatest sight of all !
summer's early dawn *

e

Two hours later.

Yy VYV v Y VYV

*Haiku by Kobayashi Issa




The last egg

It will take
a lot of effort to love

is hatching. @ that one.
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One day, this will
all be yours.

rice seedlings—
a little family watches
the evening rain

Kobayashi Issa




behind me--
it's become a night
of wild geese!

Kobayashi Issa
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A haiku poet befriends a goose living in his rice field. He tries to teach it poetry, but

the goose is more interested in eating the poet’s crops in preparation for its next trip
South.

The book contains 25 comic strips featuring poems by Kobayashi Issa translated by
David G. Lanoue (haikuguy.com/issa).

As seen in Geist Magazine No. 100 (Spring 2016), Troutswirl (Haiku Foundation

blog), and The Bulletin: a journal of Japanese Canadian Community, History & Cul-
ture.

“Delightfully absurd!”
“Wonderful insight into the goose’s world view.”
“Beautiful!”

Learn haiku through cartoons
www.oldpondcomics.com




